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Open Access

Open Access is the free, immediate, online 
availability of research articles combined 
with the rights to use these articles fully in 

the digital environment. 
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Benefits



Variants
• OA Journals: authors (often via funding 

bodies or institutions) pay APC. 
• OA Repositories: a copy of the article is 

deposited in a repository and becomes openly 
availably, mostly after an embargo period. 

• Platinum OA: the publication is openly 
available to readers from the publishers’ sites 
and no fees have to be paid on the side of the 
authors.



Subscription Journals

Submit ReadWrite Accept Publish



OA Journals

Submit ReadWrite Accept Publish

• Cost of publishing are covered upfront 
• Research articles are immediately available for everyone, 

free of financial and leal batters



Subjects



Publisher revenue from APCs in 2014 and 2015

Source: JISC



For Example

• OA Publishers

• OA Repositories

• Platinum OA



• Funding agency OA 
policies

• University OA policies
• Government Directive
• FASTR

• Finch Report
• APC Offset Agreement
• OA2020
• Netherlands call to 

action

North America Europe

Global Initiatives



Wellcome Trust

We expect Wellcome-funded researchers to 
select publishing routes that ensure the 
work is available immediately on 
publication in its final published form, 
wherever such options exist for their 
publisher of choice and are compliant with 
our policy.



“Can I afford it?” 
“Does the dean demand that I have it?”

“Does this purchase further our mission of 
democratizing access to knowledge?”

MIT Libraries



COAR
• An international association with over 100 members 

and partners representing libraries, universities, 
research institutions, government funders and others. 

• Provide support for the OA repository community and 
build local capacity for the development and 
management of repositories and repository networks. 

• Define and promote interoperability, common 
standards, and best practices for repositories, 
repository networks and with other related systems. 



Institutions



Free Access Is Not Enough

Source: Nature





For Researchers
• The involvement of researchers is important in 

research assessment procedures. 

• As long as they are being judged on traditional 
criteria, such as journal impact factors, there is no 
hope to witness any change. 

• The scientific community must regain its “scientific 
sovereignty”, including economic and financial 
aspects.



• Developing platforms for the open presentation of 
publications, for each institution or groups of institutions 
(open institutional repositories) and at national level. 

• Incentivize researchers to publish in OA, including 
compliance measures. 

• Need to modify the almost exclusive use of 
bibliometrics in the research assessments for career 
progression, and propose a more complete assessment 
process more independent of impact factors.

For Institutions



Technically

• The representations of data and knowledge should 
be standardized in ways that make them easily 
transferable.  

• There are also legal challenges, but good tools 
exist that provide the rights to reuse research in any 
way that scientists can imagine: the Creative 
Commons licences. These easily and effectively 
define precise 'reuse rights'.





Hindawi

Founded in 1997 by Ahmed Hindawi

Offices in London & Cairo

Over 600 staff

250 peer-reviewed, fully OA journals
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The Open Access Crowd Funding Platform
450+
Libraries

70
Publishers

150k+
Overall Usage

449
Books Unlatched



Success Story
• The Human Genome Project made all new information 

freely available online within 24 hours of discovery.  

• With openness as a core tenet, the Human Genome 
Project and its freely reusable data generated a 
massive 141-fold return on investment in economic 
returns alone. 

• The reusable data led to 30% more new clinical 
products than the privately funded, closed genome-
sequencing project.
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